




�e annual Torch Run held by law enforcement personnel to raise funds for the Special Olympics continued in Secaucus with the same 
enthusiasm as every year despite modi�cations due to COVID-19. Police o�cers, �re�ghters and residents gathered at Town Hall on Friday, 
October 9th for the run to Clarendon School, then on to Huber Street School and 
culminating at the Secaucus High School. �is year, the Torch Run in Secaucus 
raised more than $2,400.00, of which every penny goes directly to the athletes 
competing in the Special Olympics. 

�e Torch Run is a year-round campaign by law enforcement personnel nationwide 
who help raise awareness and funds for Special Olympics. O�cers in local 
communities ignite the “Flame of Hope” and carry it through local streets—a 
campaign that is the primary fund raiser to help athletes competing in Special 
Olympics. �e Secaucus Police Department, Fire Department and School District 
have actively participated in the Torch Run for �ve years. Typically, other activities 
such as basketball games and tag football supplement the fun fundraising e�orts 
but these were scuttled by the pandemic.

�e NJ Law Enforcement Torch Run started in 1982, when the late Port Authority of New York and New Jersey Police O�cer Steven Vitale was 
asked to take photos at a local Special Olympics competition in New Jersey. He was so moved by the determination exhibited by the athletes that 
he asked other police o�cers to volunteer at the Summer Games. In 1984, the �rst New Jersey Torch Run was conceived to raise funds and public 
awareness for Special Olympics New Jersey. �e course ran from Liberty State Park in Jersey City to Rutgers Stadium in New Brunswick, through 
eight towns, covering 43 miles, and raising $7,000. In each succeeding year, the dollar amount became greater and the number of volunteers 
increased substantially.  

Torch Run Tradition Continues Despite Challenges

Junior Firefighter of the Year

Mayor Michael Gonnelli and the Town Council honored Jr. Firefighter 
Donald Cieciuch at the Town Council Meeting on October 13, 2020. 
Donald is the recipient of the National Junior Firefighter of the Year award, 
the first time ever that it was awarded to a firefighter from New Jersey. On 
September 21st, Donald was also honored by County Executive Tom DeGise 
for his contributions to the Secaucus Fire Department. Pictured here are 
Councilman James Clancy, Ex-Chief and Former Councilman George H. 
Heflich Sr., Firefighter Donald Cieciuch, Victoria Cieciuch, and Ex-Chief 
Raymond Cieciuch.

John Gallegos Reunited

John Gallegos’s sister Nancy thanked the Secaucus Police 
and Fire Departments at the October 13th Town Council 
meeting for helping locate John who went missing on 
September 28th. John, who suffers from Alzheimer’s,  left his 
residence at 3:45 PM without any money or his cell phone. 
The police department worked with other agencies, collected 
all incoming tips, followed all leads and finally located John 
in Jersey City. A job well done led to a family relieved and 
reunited! Mayor Gonnelli thanked all involved in the effort. 

The annual National Night Out is typically held on the first Tuesday in August 
to encourage police-community interaction with the goal of preventing crime 
through partnership. The Secaucus National Night Out event was postponed to 
October 6th  this year, however, the delay did not dampen spirits as the delayed 
event was a huge success.  Secaucus police officers, and residents of all ages 
gathered in a socially distanced setting at Buchmuller Park from 5:00 PM to 
8:00 PM on a crisp, beautiful evening. Representatives of the Hudson County 
Sherriff ’s office, the County Prosecutor, County and Town Clerk’s office, 
Secaucus Fire Department, Secaucus Fire Prevention Bureau and the Secaucus 
Coalition joined Secaucus police to make this event a success. 

The Secaucus National Out celebration was a great way for residents to see 
police officers outside their official police roles. Officers joined younger 
residents for a baseball game, tag football and just to shake a leg to music 

played by a live DJ. Other games such as corn-hole and street hockey saw 
robust participation. All attendees had the opportunity to enjoy complementary 
hot dogs, pizza and ice-cream. 

“Events such as National Night Out facilitate police-community interaction. 
The goal of my department is to create more such opportunities, so we achieve 
the best partnership possible. I am happy to see such active participation by our 
police officers, residents, and children.  I hope to see more of this in the future,” 
said Police Chief Dennis Miller.

There have been several other recent initiatives by the Police Department to 
increase community interaction—town hall events, officers walking in high 
foot-traffic areas, therapy dog Oakley and more. Check out the Secaucus Police 
Department’s Facebook page for more news, pictures and updates.

National Night Out



Secaucus Police Department Awards Ceremony
On Thursday, October 15, the Secaucus Police 
Department held an Awards ceremony. The event held 
at Buchmuller Park, honored officers for exceptional 
service with Medals of Honor, Life Saving Awards, 
Excellent Service Awards and Unit Citations. “We 
want to show our appreciation to police officers who 
go above and beyond to keep us safe. And we thank 
their families for their support and love,” said Chief 
Dennis Miller. Mayor Gonnelli echoed the Chief and 
added how proud he was of our Police Department 
and all they do to serve our community.  

Video Produced by Secaucus Coalition Goes National
A public service video created by Secaucus Coalition, a group that works to prevent addiction among youth in our community, has become one of 
the most sought out videos among coalitions and prevention groups nationwide. To enhance the reach of the coalition’s efforts, SC Coordinator Dave 
Bratton offered a customizable version of the 30-second video that encourages residents to take their unwanted or expired medication to their local drop 
box for proper disposal. Within a few days of sharing the video on a national forum (CADCA-Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America), Dave got 
over 80 requests from communities in 30 states around the U.S. Now the video that was created for Secaucus is helping communities throughout the 
nation! To view the video, please visit the Coalition’s website, SecaucusCoalition.org. 

Also, the Secaucus Coalition reminds you to drop off all your unused or expired medications in the drop box located at the Town Hall police lobby, any 
day, any time. The police department frequently empties the box and disposes the medications in a secure, controlled way. Medication misuse is a real 
thing. You can prevent it now.

Viola Neuman Celebrates 100th Birthday
On October 3, 2020 Viola Neuman, a Harmon Cove resident, celebrated a milestone birthday—the big 100!  The charming, smiling golden ager 
celebrated the special event at daughter Miriam Neuman’s home where she currently resides. An industrious self-starter, Viola’s life story is both 

interesting and inspirational. Her zest for life and dancing saw her through the most difficult times 
and continue to motivate her today.

Born in Batyan, Czechoslovakia on October 3, 1920 to Adolf Klein and Miriam Marischka, Viola has 
seen more than her share of historic events over the last century.  She lost her parents and many of 
her nine siblings to the Holocaust and survived three concentration camps including Auschwitz by 
working as a factory worker making bullets. After being liberated by British soldiers, she made her 
way back to her hometown and helped at the family store which was reopened by a brother who also 
survived. Viola married Paul Neuman in 1947 and moved to Israel in 1948 just as communism was 
taking hold in Czechoslovakia and Israel was at the cusp of its own historical being.  

Always in search of a better life, Viola set off to America. Her husband, son and daughter followed 
soon after, living initially in New Jersey, where Viola worked in a sweater factory and Paul cleaned 
windows. Paul passed away in 1987 just before the family moved to Florida where she decided to move 
for better opportunities. She found herself alone but managed to learn English and find partners who 
shared her love of dance. Unfortunately, she found herself alone two more times but continued to live 
life to the fullest. “I’m still looking for a man I can dance with,” says Viola, half-jokingly, a few days 
after her 100th birthday celebration. We wish her many more years of good health and dancing feet. 
Happy Centennial Birthday, Viola!

Secaucus Emergency Food Pantry 
Holiday Wish List 

Stuffing          Canned Yams        Pasta 
Mashed Potatoes           Cranberry Sauce 
Canned Corn        Marinara Sauce 
Mac & Cheese      Cookies   Turkey Gravy 
  $10 gift cards to local supermarkets 

 (for perishable items-milk, bread, cheese,  etc.)    
 
 

New, Unwrapped Toys needed  

for less-fortunate children between 

 the ages of 6 to 12 years old 

Bring all donations to: 

Senior Center—145 Front St—M-F 8-3 
 

NOW through December 7th 

Please call 201-330-2014 
To find out how you can help 

 
 
 

  
 
Dear Supporters of Secaucus Animal Shelter, 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we were not be able to hold 
our biggest fundraiser, the annual Halloween party. Without 
this event, we are not be able to raise funds to save many 
animals. Please consider a donation of any amount to help us 
continue rescuing animals. We know times are tough and we 
appreciate any help you can provide. Thank you for your 
continued support to the Secaucus Animal Shelter. 
 
To donate, please Venmo @fosas or make checks payable to  
Friends of the Secaucus Animal Shelter  
525 Meadowlands Parkway 
Secaucus NJ 07094  
  

 

 

 


